
Our mission: To provide children with 
special needs the opportunity for an inclusive 
Catholic education in their home parish schools.

Our start. FIRE began with six passionate 
families and one big dream. Fueled by faith and 
determination, they united on a mission to open 
the doors of Catholic schools to children with 
special needs. In 1996, they founded the Foun-
dation for Inclusive Religious Education (FIRE). 
In cooperation with the Diocese of Kansas 
City-St. Joseph and with support from gener-
ous friends and the Catholic community, their 
dream took � ight. FIRE made its � rst grants to 
Visitation and St. Peter’s school in 1998. 

FIRE opens doors. And hearts. 
Through fundraising and advocacy, FIRE lights 
the way for children with special needs to share 
in the opportunities that Catholic schools 
provide. Without funding from FIRE, most 
students with signi� cant special learning needs 
would not be able to attend Catholic schools. 
By fostering a culture of acceptance and com-
passion, ALL students bene� t from inclusion 
as they grow together in faith, knowledge 
and friendship. FIRE’s model of funding and 
advocacy has become a national model for 
inclusive Catholic education.

 158 541 4,864
Students with 

signi� cant special needs 
learn alongside their peers 

with consistent support 
from trained sta� .

Students bene� t 
from the availability 
of special education 

support.

Students’ lives are 
enriched by 

inclusive education.

Your support changes children’s lives. 
Not all Catholic schools have the resources needed to welcome students with special needs. 
In fact, a majority are not able to do so. Thanks to the vision of FIRE’s founders and amazing 
educators at our schools, 158 students with signi� cant special needs will learn alongside 
their peers at 13 schools during the 2016-2017 school year. An additional 541 students will 
bene� t from the extra sta�  and support that’s available. In all, the lives of 4,864 students at 
FIRE partner schools will be enriched by the blessing of inclusive learning. 
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It all adds up.
As FIRE approaches two decades of supporting inclusive Catholic 
education, the Foundation has provided nearly $3.4 million to 
partner schools. Our donors’ gifts make it possible for schools to 
hire special educators and para-professionals and purchase learning 
materials and technology. The FIRE Foundation is an independent 
501(c)3 organization. To maximize the impact of donors’ gifts, we 
are committed to keeping administrative costs low.
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FIRE Foundation
20 West 9th Street
Kansas City, MO 64105
816.756.1858  ext. 247
� refoundation.org
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The FIRE Foundation is an independent 501(c)3 organization

Archbishop O’Hara 

Holy Cross

Nativity of Mary

Our Lady of Hope

Our Lady of the Presentation

St. Charles

St. Elizabeth

St. Patrick’s

St. Peter’s

St. Pius X

St. Therese

St. Thomas More

Visitation

Your gifts keep 
FIRE’s � ame 
burning brightly.
Our friends are the fuel that keep FIRE’s blaze 
aglow. Without your support, our schools 
simply wouldn’t be able to include kids with 
signi� cant special needs. 

Through your generosity, we’ve ignited 
inclusive Catholic education in schools 
throughout the area. But there are more 
schools, more families and more children 
who await the spark of FIRE. Our Foundation 
currently supports inclusive education in 
45% of Diocesan schools. With your support, 
we can ensure that more schools are able to 
welcome students with special needs.

Your gifts make it possible for schools to 
provide resources that empower learning 
and help students with special needs succeed. 
The FIRE Foundation helps partner schools:

• Hire paraprofessionals 

• Hire special education teachers

•  Acquire essential learning technology 
(like iPads and Chromebooks)

• Provide training for teachers and staff 

If you believe 
in our special 
mission, become 
a supporter.
Volunteer. Assist with a special event.

Donate. Send a check or give online. 
It’s tax deductible.

Sponsor or Underwrite. Support a 
FUNdraising event: Play with FIRE Golf 
Tournament, Purses with Purpose or FIRE 
Ball gala.

Attend. Join us at one of the above events. 
Everyone’s invited!

Tell. If everyone tells just one person about 
FIRE and invites that person to participate 
in an event or fundraising campaign, we’ll 
double our support!

Designate. If you give to United Way, 
earmark your donation for the Foundation for 
Inclusive Religious Education.

Include. Please remember FIRE in your 
estate planning. 

Lighting the way 
for our kids.
In partnership with FIRE, 13 area Catholic 
schools will welcome students with signi� cant 
special needs into classrooms this year. We are 
blessed to be able to support these schools’ 
inclusive learning environments and look 
forward to welcoming additional schools into 
the FIRE family in the future. 

FOLLOW US.    
TO LEARN MORE PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.FIREFOUNDATION.ORG

2016-17 FIRE Partner Schools


