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“…Our communities are still 
struggling to practice a true 

inclusion, full participation that 
finally becomes ordinary, normal. 

And this requires not only technical 
and specific programs, but first of 
all recognition and acceptance of 

faces, tenacious and patient 
confidence that each person is 

unique and unrepeatable.”

Pope Francis
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Psalm 139
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“We must recognize and appreciate the 
contribution persons with disabilities can 

make to the Church's spiritual life, and 
encourage them to do the Lord's work in 
the world according to their God-given 

talents and capacity.”

Welcome and Justice for Persons with Disabilities
A Framework of Access and Inclusion  

A Statement of the U.S. Bishops



Encouraged Euthanasia 
of Babies





Guidelines for the Celebration of the 
Sacraments  with Persons with Disabilities

• Where we’ve been?
• In November 1978, the National Conference of 

Catholic Bishops approved for publication a 
pastoral statement on persons with disabilities. 
• Bishops called for broader integration of 

persons with disabilities into the full life of 
the Church.
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Guidelines for the Celebration of the 
Sacraments  with Persons with Disabilities

• In 1988, the bishops reaffirmed this call to 
participate fully and actively in the life of 
the Church in a resolution marking the 
tenth anniversary of the 1978 pastoral 
statement. 
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• It was prepared by the Committee on 
Pastoral Practices.

• Approved by the general membership of 
the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops on June 16, 1995.

�9

Guidelines for the Celebration of the 
Sacraments  with Persons with Disabilities



Why Was It Written?
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“…in order to give a more concrete 
expression to our longstanding 

concern for "realistic provision" for the 
means of access to full sacramental 

participation for Catholic persons with 
disabilities.”



General Principles

• Baptism is their birthright
• Have just as much right 

as anyone else
• Full accessibility should 

be the goal. 
• Pastors- make every effort 

to provide for all Catholics 
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• Pastors/dioceses 
responsible/encouraged

• Encouraged in pastoral 
ministry

• Fully accessible parish 
• Dioceses are 

encouraged to establish 
appropriate policies 



Reconciliation and How to Include

• Alternative communication options 
• Sign language for deaf/interpreter/in writing
• Penitents who are wheelchair users have 

access to both face-to-face and private 
confessionals 

• Ash Wednesday ashes 
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Eucharist and How to Include

• Simple accommodations can be very 
helpful, and should be embraced by all.

• Feeding tubes- mere drop of wine on tongue
• Mouth open - “Amen”
• Celiac Sprue Disease- low gluten host
• Be careful with host in chalice

• Swallowing issues
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“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, “It was not that 

this man sinned, or his parents, but 
that the works of God might be 

made manifest in him.”
John 9:2-3

Born Blind….



Eph’phatha!
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…and they brought to Him a man who was deaf 
and had an impediment in his speech; and they 

besought Him to lay his hand upon him.  And 
taking him aside from the multitude privately, He 

put his fingers into his ears, and He spat and 
touched his tongue; And looking up to heaven, 

He sighed, and said to him, “Eph′phatha,” that 
is, “Be opened.” 3And his ears were opened, his 

tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 
Mark 7:32-35
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Eph’phatha!
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“We must work the works of Him 
who sent me, while it is day; night 
comes, when no one can work. As 
long as I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.”

John 9:4-5

Born Blind….



Burbn
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What do we love about Inclusion?
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One Body Many Members
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“The eye cannot say to 
the hand, ‘I have no 

need of you,’ nor again 
the head to the feet, ‘I 
have no need of you.’ 
On the contrary, the 

parts of the body which 
seem to be weaker are 

indispensable,”
1 Cor. 12:21-26



One Body Many Members
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“…and those parts of the 
body which we think less 
honorable we invest with 

the greater honor, and our 
unpresentable parts are 

treated with greater 
modesty, which our more 
presentable parts do not 

require. 
1 Cor. 12:21-26



One Body Many Members
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“But God has so adjusted the 
body, giving the greater honor 
to the inferior part, that there 

may be no discord in the body, 
but that the members may 

have the same care for one 
another. If one member 

suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all 

rejoice together.”

1 Cor. 12:21-26



“When persons with disabilities are 
embraced and welcomed, and 
invited to participate fully in all 

aspects of parish community life, the 
Body of Christ is more complete.” 
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John 9:4-5John 9:4-5

…or as the USCCB reminds us
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When in Doubt…
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Closing Prayer
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Father of ALL that is good and holy, 
we ask that You bless us with Your infinite love and mercy as we 

work with ALL students made in Your image.

Those students that read with grace, 
and those that need grace to read. Those that lift others up, 

and those that need to be lifted up. Those that embrace learning, 
and those that need to be embraced to learn. 

Those that make us smile, and those that need to smile.

Grant us Your knowledge, patience, and compassion to serve 
ALL students in our care for they have Your gifts to celebrate. 

We ask this in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen

Dr. Christie Bonfiglio
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Thanks to RCL Benziger!

39
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Keep in Touch

Dr. Raúl Escarpio
raul@shepherdec.com
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