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The Church is a ship and even if 
the ship is in difficulty, it is 

necessary that we at least be in it
-St. Augustine



“Catholic means  
‘Here comes everybody.’”

James Joyce- Finnegans Wake





Prejudice starts with the simple perception of difference, 
whether that different is physical or psychological.  Down 
through the ages, people have tended to interpret these 
differences in crude moral terms.  “Our” group is not just 
different from “theirs”; it is better in some vague but compelling 
way.  Few of us would admit to being prejudiced against person 
with disabilities.  We bear these people no ill will and do not 
knowingly seek to abrogate their rights.  Yet disabled 
individuals are visibly, sometimes bluntly different from the 
“norm” and we react to this different.  Even if we do not look 
down upon persons with disabilities, we tend all too often to 
think of them as somehow apart-not completely “one of us”. 
(NCCB, p.3)



Who  
will be 

Neighbor?



Scripture teaches us that ‘any other 
commandment there may be is all summed up 
in this”; You shall love your neighbor as 
yours” (Rom 13:9) In his wisdom Jesus said “as 
yourself” We must love other from the inside 
out, so to speak, accepting their difference 
from us in the same way that we accept our 
difference from them  

(NCCB, p.3) 



We are called to be people who see those who are 
suffering as their neighbors, and have the courage 
to cross the street to help them. If I seek to serve 

my neighbors, I first need to learn to see them.   
-Katie Mulembe





Communion means accepting people just as they 
are, with all their limits and inner pain, but also 

with their gifts and their beauty and their capacity 
to grow.        -Jean Vanier  



–Dorothy Day

“I really only love God as much as I 
love the person I love the least.” 



“The splendor of the rose and the 
whiteness of the lily  

do not rob the little violet of it’s scent  
nor the daisy of its simple charm. 
If every tiny flower wanted to be a 

rose, spring would lose its loveliness.”  
― St. Thérèse de Lisieux 



“An alloy is stronger than its constituent metals” 
-Ken Burns 



The Difference between 
Welcoming and Belonging



Inviting BelongingWelcoming

IncarnationIncorporationIntroduction



Barriers to Belonging



Sympathy 

Competition 

Tokenism 

Elitism



Sympathy





Tokenism



Competition



“Strength and mastery can be 
impressive, yet they tend to divide 
people in competition and the 
regular disappointment of not 
measuring up.” -Jean Vanier



Elitism



Prevents us from being present to 
others, in communion with others; 
they incite us to compete and 
dominate others. It is when we 
have realized this that we cry out 
to God. And then we meet the 
“Paraclete” whom Jesus and the 
father have promised to send us. 
The word “paraclete” means the 
‘one who answers the cry.’ It is 
not possible to receive the Spirit 
unless we cry out, and unless that 
surges up from the consciousness 
of own wound, our pain and our 
brokenness. 

-Jean Vanier



Creating Cultures of Encounter



“First and foremost every 
Catholic educational institution is 
a place to encounter the living 
God who in Jesus Christ reveals 
his transforming love and truth.”

Benedict XVI, in his speech to Catholic educators at the Catholic 
University of America, Washington, DC, 17 April 2008



The Sibling Rule



Plan For Belonging
Classroom Belonging

Non-academic Belonging

Co-curricular  Belonging

Other kinds of Belonging?




