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FOUNDATION

Igniting Inclusive Catholic Educatfion




Dear Friends and Supporters of Inclusive Catholic Education:

As we reflect on the highlights of fiscal year 2017 and look forward to the opportunities
that lie ahead, our hearts are set on FIRE. Through the generosity of donors, the
dedication of outstanding educators and the energy of volunteers, FIRE’s flame is
illuminating the hearts, minds and spirits of our youngest generation. We are humbled
by the blessings, surprises and opportunities the Holy Spirit presents to us as we

strengthen and expand the impact of FIRE’s mission.

It is our hope that the results of our efforts set your hearts on FIRE as our mission
of inclusion encourages more young people to live the Truth of the Gospel more

fully - with love, respect and care for their peers.
Here are some highlights of 2016-17:

mmm FIRE Foundation welcomed a new partner school - St. Patrick- further

expanding opportunities for inclusive Catholic education in the Northland.

mm FIRE Foundation continues to work with individuals and groups across the
country, sharing our model of inclusion support and advocacy. As our first
affiliate partner — FIRE Foundation of Northeast lowa in the Archdiocese of

Dubuque - takes off, plans are underway to ignite more affiliate relationships.

B Revenue grew by 9 percent over 2016 making it possible for FIRE to grant an
unprecedented $400,000 to 14 partner schools in support of inclusive
Catholic education and up to $50,000 in additional grants to support
educators’ professional development, scholarships for students and grants for

special programs during the 2017-18 academic year.

0 FIRE hosted its first-ever Catholic inclusion conference in February 2017. The
event drew more than 150 participants representing 10 states for a two-day

learning and networking experience in Kansas City.

We ask for your prayers as we continue this journey — that FIRE may continue
to be blessed with sufficient resources to help schools open their doors and
hearts to students with special learning needs. We remain deeply grateful and
hopeful that your hearts are set on FIRE as we respond to ever-growing

req uests for support.

In Peace and Gratitude,

Do ALl

John Joyce, Board President M. Lynn Hire, Executive Director



SPIRIT,

[ our schools with God'’s glory;

BLAZE

Set our hearts on fire.

RIVER,

Flood our parishes with grace and mercy;

Send forth your Spirit, Lord,

And let there be LI G I IT







STUDENTS WITH
SIGNIFICANT SPECIAL NEEDS
RECEIVED DIRECT SUPPORT '
SO THEY COULD ATTEND

@ A CATHOLIC SCHOOL

..................................... Dollars were granted to schools
Students’ lives for special education staff and resources
were enriched by

inclusive education

SCHOOLS RECEIVED GRANTS |
TO DEFRAY THE COST

OF OFFERING

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Students benefited from the availability of special education support
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64%

3 14%
8%

10%
PROGRAM EXPENSES $413,953
FUNDRAISING EXPENSES 91,185
GENERAL &
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 67,239
IN-KIND EXPENSE 18,000
TOTAL 590,377
NET INCOME $53,834

Net Income of $53,834 was used to fund the FIRE endowment fund.




OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT AND STRENGTHEN
INCLUSIVE CATHOLIC EDUCATION

We’re always looking for folks to serve on
event committees and to help outin a
variety of ways. What a great way to have
some fun and meet people who are
passionate about meeting kids’ special

needs. Call Susan at 816.756.1858 / x252.

It’s quick, easy and safe to donate on line at
firefoundation.org. You can make a
one-time donation or set up monthly gift
giving. Just click on the Donate button in
the upper left corner of the screen and
follow the prompts.

ATTEND

Our FUNdraising events are open to
everyone. Join us at the Play with FIRE golf
tournament, Purses with Purpose or FIRE

Ball gala.

If every one of our friends and supporters
told just one person about FIRE and invited
that person to participate in an event or
fundraising campaign, we would double
our support.

INCLUDE

Please remember FIRE in your estate
planning. We are happy to work with you to
discuss gifts of stock, annuities as well as
wills and trusts and other options.

Become a Friend of FIRE! You'll serve on a
team of parents from your parish communi-
ty. Friends of FIRE meets six times a year to
share ideas, help raise money and to
expand awareness about FIRE’s impact.

Yes, we accept (and welcome) checks.
Whether it’s $5, $50 or $500, we love
receiving money in the mail to support our

mission.

Every fall, the United Way launches its
giving campaign through area employers.
You can write in Foundation for Inclusive
Religious Education, and your pledge will
benefit FIRE.

DONATE

If that junker in your driveway has lost its

get-up-and-go, consider donating it to
FIRE. Simply call 1.800.237.5714 and we’ll
get the wheels in motion for your car
donation (and tax deduction).

(us to the cleaners)! Hangers Cleaners,
that is. They donate 10% of your total bill to
FIRE when you sign up by calling
816.941.2262. With just 150 participants
spending an average of $500 per year, FIRE
can earn $7,500+.




SAVE THE DATE FOR 2018 EVENTS

April 30 — Hillcrest Country Club

June 14 — at the home of Rebecca and Trey Bowen

FIRE BALL 2018
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FIRE Foundation
The Catholic Center
20 W. 9th Street

Kansas City, MO 64105

firefoundation.org

FOLLOW US:

Adriana Martinez
Darren Prenger
Jenny Stasi

Mary Stuckey
Chad Meyer
Mark Ungashick

Lynn Hire
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

El facebook.com/firedupinkc/
¥ twitter.com/FIREdupinKC




