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Mission
To champion the inclusion of  
students with disabilities in  
Catholic schools by providing  
educational resources, fundraising 
and promotion a culture  
of belonging.

Vision
Catholic school students with  
disabilities are welcomed,  
supported and valued.

Dear Friends,

I joined the FIRE Foundation Board of Directors in 2020 because I  
believe every child deserves access to a Catholic education. As a  
parent of a child with special needs I have seen firsthand how inclusive 
learning communities strengthen not only individual students, but  
entire schools. It has been a privilege to serve alongside passionate 
advocates for this mission, and in July 2025, I was honored to step  
into the role of Chair of the FIRE Foundation Board of Directors.

This past fiscal year has been one of meaningful 
growth and change across our Catholic schools, 
as more families seek environments where all 
children are welcomed and supported. FIRE is 
proud to partner with schools as they expand 
their capacity to serve students of all learning  
abilities, ensuring that no child is turned away 
because of how they learn.

My family knows this mission in a very personal way. My son, Mason, 
received support at St. Patrick Grade School and currently receives  
support at St. Pius X High School. The services made possible by  
FIRE donors—special educators, paraprofessional support, adaptive  
resources, and teacher training—did more than help him academically; 
they strengthened his confidence, his friendships, and his sense of 
belonging in a faith‑filled community.

It is with deep gratitude and optimism that I share the FIRE  
Foundation’s Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2025. These pages  
highlight the impact of your generosity and the progress we continue 
to make together as we meet the evolving needs of our students, 
families, and schools.

Thank you for being part of this important work. 

Jim Still
Board Chair, FIRE Foundation



IMPACT: FISCAL YEAR 2025

H 563 students with significant needs received direct 
support from FIRE

H 4,798 students enhanced by inclusive education

H $852,415 granted in support of inclusive education

H $715,000 in educational grants to partner schools

H $103,415 in Speech, Language and Occupational 
Therapy support

H $20,000 in support of the Diocese School Office

H $10,000 in student scholarships

H $4,000 in support of teacher development and 
materials

Revenue
■ Events: $888,773
■ Contributions: $306,373
■ Investment: $110,522
■ Affiliate Income: $27,000
■ In-Kind: $18,750

Expenditures
■ Program Expenses: $983,415
■ General and Admin: $204,689
■ Fundraising: $110,745
■ In-Kind: $18,750
■ Other: $33,819

FINANCIALS

Events
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AFFILIATES:
KANSAS CITY - 1996
NORTHEAST IOWA - 2016
CENTRAL ILLINOIS - 2019
NEW HAMPSHIRE - 2018
DALLAS - 2019
NORTHEAST FLORIDA - 2021
NORTHERN KENTUCKY - 2023
NORTHWEST IOWA – 2020
DENVER - 2021
MILWAUKEE - 2022
WICHITA - 2023
SACRAMENTO – 2024

WHAT IS FIRE FOUNDATION? 

FIRE Foundation supports Catholic schools in the Diocese 
of Kansas City–St. Joseph to create communities where 
every student belongs. Through fundraising and advocacy, 
FIRE enables children with intellectual disabilities and  
learning differences to learn alongside their peers. By  
promoting inclusive education, FIRE fosters a culture  
where all students are welcomed and valued.

Without FIRE’s support, many students with disabilities 
would not be able to attend Catholic schools. As FIRE  
celebrates 29 years of impact, the Foundation remains 
committed to ensuring every learner is included.

29 YEARS OF INCLUSIVE 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION

15 PARTNER SCHOOLS

536 STUDENTS RECEIVING 
DIRECT SUPPORT

250+ STUDENTS RECEIVING 
SPEECH, LANGUAGE AND  
OCCUPATIONAL SERVICES

12 FIRE FOUNDATION  
AFFILIATES ACROSS 
THE UNITED STATES

FIRE IS SPREADING

When students with disabilities learn alongside their peers, schools foster 
a culture of belonging, compassion, and acceptance. FIRE’s model is now 
being adopted nationally, with 12 independent affiliates using FIRE’s brand, 
service model, and best practices to expand inclusive Catholic education.



PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS:

Inclusion Across the Diocese
In partnership with FIRE, 15 area Catholic schools 
welcome students with significant disabilities and 
learning differences into their classrooms. It is 
both a privilege and a blessing to partner with 
schools that embrace this mission and affirm that 
every child belongs.
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Thank you to our generous donors who believe ALL STUDENTS deserve a Catholic education. 
Your support of FIRE makes inclusive education possible.
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Misty Kearney
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Carissa Keen
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David and Aimee Kish
Marie and Lloyd Kissick
Kissick Construction Co., Inc.
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Knights of Columbus #14745
Knights of Columbus Charities Aid Foundation 
  #3146
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Alicia Koranda
Vanessa Krabble
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Lisa Mathewson
Bridget Matthias
Kelsey Matthias
Ashley Matthias
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Katie Mauritzson
Aimee Mayhew
Madison Mcallister
John McBride
Sharmila McCauley
Patrick McClain
Brittany McClanahan
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Kelly McClintock
Emmett and Blesila McClintock
James McCollum
Michele and Andy McCue
Jessica McCullough
McCullough Family Foundation
Thomas and Sharon McCullough
Julie McDaniel
Jennifer McDevitt
Dennis McFarland
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John and Katie McGurk
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Melissa and Brandon McManamy
Pat and Amy McNamara
Brandy McNamara
Amanda McNamara
April McNeill-Johnson
Matt and Kerri McNett
Brendan and Jean McPherson
Andrew McRae
Darci Johnny Meese
Sarah and David Mehl
Lauren Melgaard
Eric and Donna Melgaard
Miranda Melton
Jodi Merkle
Brian and Rebecca Mertz
Darren and Erin Mertz
Chad and Lori Meyer
Courtney Meyer
Anthony and Angie Meyer
Pedro Mezerhane
Jean Michael
Amanda Michals
Midwest Shredding Service
Kathy Eliza Mikels
Nancy Miles
Amy Miljavac
Judy Miller
Jamie Miller
Miller-Mellor Foundation
Katie Mills
Jeff Mincher
Jimmy Mincher
Susan Minto
Jennifer Mitchell
Mary Kay and John Mitchell
Gina Moffitt
Lucy Mohler
Steve and Sharon Mohler
Isabella Moiso
Toni Monachino

Valerie Monroy
Cathy and Chad Montgomery
Kira Montuori
Erica Moore
Kate Moore
Bruce and Ginny Moore
Kathleen Moorman
Annette and Edward Morris
Kelly Morrison
Michael and Karolien Morrison
Jason and Kristin Moshier
Jaime Motter
Mount St. Scholastica
Beth Moylan
Rhonda Muehlenthaler
Amy and Ryan Munce
Philip Khoury and Julianne Munjak
Jenny and Pete Muntzel
Jane and Greg Muraski
Terri Murphy
Ashley Murphy
Tara Mussatto
Lindsey Myers
John and Mimi Nagle
Karla Nassif

Frank Nastasi
Michael Nations
Nativity of Mary School
Maria Nauas
Sean and Sarah Neal
Kristen Nelson
Dan Nelson
Meg Nester
Patty Neth
Elisa Netzer
Erin and Paul Neuburger
Joleen Nguyen
David Nguyen
Nickel & Suede
Linda Nolan
Kate Noland
Anita and Andrew Nolte
Phyllis Norman
NorthPoint Development, LLC
NorthPoint Foundation
Notre Dame de Sion Grade School
Sarah Noulles
Maura and Carnie Nulton
Samuel Nulton
Will and Jordan Nulton



Meg Nulton
Frances Nzally
Bernie O’Boyle
Tara and Ian O’Connell
John and Kelly O’Connor
Dennis and Betty O’Neill
Michael and Mary O’Neill
Frank O’Rourke
Kathy and John O’Toole
Darby O’Neill
Katie Ohlmacher
Donna Okeefe
Lindsey Oleary
Hillary Olsen
Michael Opsal
Stanley Orpin
Aleks Orzechowski
David and Marian Oswald
Our Lady of Hope School
Our Lady of the Presentation Church
Our Lady of the Presentation School
Jill Pace
Diane Pacheco
David and Grace Palen

Heather Palmer
Page Palmer and David Freeman
Emily Paquin
Elida Paredes
Kelli Parker
Bob Parks and Julia Wilber-Parks
Patrick and Maria Parra
Phil Paschang
Caitlin Patrick
Anne and Paul Pautler
Courtney Payne
Kelsie Pennington
Michael and Dena Pepple
Debra R. Perillo
Matthew and Kyndal Perkins
Rita Perkins
Matthew Perkins
Jennifer Peros
Karen Perotta
Michelle Perry
Kelsey Perry
Amy Perry
Robin Perusich
Carrie Petree

Clayton Petsche
Jeff and Mary Pfaff
Melissa Pfister
Michelle Pflug
Donna Phelan
Denise Phelan
Virginia Phillips
Jennifer Phillips
Kathy Pitcher
Deon and Kathy Pitsor
Gloria Pizzichino
Nick Platt
David and Becky Podjenski
Katherine and Erik Pohlman
Megan Pollema
Polsinelli
Mark and Kerri Pomerenke
Leslie Pomerleau
Sarah M. Pope
April Porter
Jo Powers
Natalie Powers
Jeanette and Kevin Prenger
Diane Price
Hope Price
Gerry Prinster
Jordan Prinster
Pro Athlete Charities
Jill and Eduardo Pruneda
Chelsea Pulse
Karen Purdy
Richard Pycior
Elizabeth Quinn
Thomas and Robin Race
Benjamin Raffin
Kelsey and Michael Ragsdale
Sarah and Chris Ralph
Mindy Ramirez-Setser
RampUp Labor, LLC
Jeff and Anne Randolph
Jason and Anne Rasco
Alan Ratermann
Michael Ratterman
Angela Ravkin
Lindsay Reagan
Reardon Pallet Company, Inc.
Jerry and Joanne Reardon
James Rebein
Robert and Katie Reddig
Page and Bruce Reed
Tabb Reese
Daniel and Kelly Reichman
Harrison Reichman
Tammy Reid
J. Robert and Nora Reinhardt
Pat and Lesley Reller
Jack Rellihan
Kathleen Reum
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Jim Reyes
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Nicole Rezai
Courtney Rhodes
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Megan and Matt Scanlon
Pam Scarpino
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Courtney Setter
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Sandra J. Shay
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Julie Sifers
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Kathleen Spiking
Danny and JoEllen Spini
St. Elizabeth Catholic School
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St. Michael the Archangel
St. Patrick School
St. Patrick Parish
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St. Peter’s Church
St. Peter’s School
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St. Regis Academy
St. Therese School
St. Thomas More Friends of FIRE
St. Thomas More Parish
St. Thomas More School
Thomas Staab
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Carl Stafford
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Sarah Standley
Mary Stanley
Stephanie R. Stapleton
Staponski Realty LLC
Dorothy Starnes
Jenny and Mike Stasi
Marissa Steele
Kerry and Mike Stein
Nick and Amy Steinauer
Jaqueline Stenger
Jeremy and Nancy Stewart
Mary Stewart
Tim and Barbara Still
Penny and James Still
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Richard Strathman
Julie Strathman
Striem Foundation
Edward and Ashley Stroud
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Noah and Bridget Sturr
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Philip Sumner
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Katie Swan
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Abby Switzer
Gerbie Swope
Jean Tadokoro
Justin Taiber
Bill and Marcia Tammeus
Devra Tan
Julie and Mark Tapko
James Taranto
Brianne Taylor
Gina Taylor
Kristin Terranella-Gumina and Carlo Gumina
Marilyn K. Thomann
Makenna and Joseph Thomas
Elora Thomas
Tori Thomas
Cory and Victoria Thompson
Dana Thompson
Scott and Pam Thompson
Jennifer Thompson
Charles and Elizabeth Thompson
Tim and Shannon Thrun
Jim and Rita Tiehen
Laura Todd
Kathy Toeniskoetter
Michelle Torline
Steven and Nina Troester
Fred Tromans
Jason Tronstad
Travis and Rena Truesdell
Becky and John Turner
Colette and Travis Turner
Daniel and Nancy Tweedy
Annie Tweedy
Shani Twenter
Twin Financial, Inc.
Joseph Tyner
Amy Tysseling
Amy Uffendell
Ryan and Lori Underwood
Chris and Jessica Underwood
Mark and Pam Ungashick
Stacy Uno
Ann and Frank Uryasz
Tracy Valenti
Kyle Van Frank
Rebecca Van Vickle
Dennis VanAusdal
VanDyke Family Foundation



Kate and Joe VanDyke
Mallory and Cory VanDyke
Jim and Peggy VanDyke
Jimmy and Megan VanDyke
Ryan and Lauren VanDyke
Bailey VanLanker
Rochelle Vasquez
Raymond L. Vasquez
Tamara Veit and Matthew Fleming
Amanda Venable
Stacie Ventimiglia
Nathan and Kelly Vestal
Karen Vicory
Visitation School
Visitation School Inclusion Program
Visitation Social Services
John and Julie Vondrak
Eric and Gretchen Vosburgh
Eric J. Vosburgh Charitable Trust
Charles Wagner
Paige Waits
Sara Walkenbach
Denise and Gerry Walkenbach
Heather Walker
Kristen Walker
Doug Walker
Chad and Rachel Waller
Patricia Walsh
Sarah Walsh
Leann Walters
Alexandra Wang-Bruder
Kimberly Waple
Jihan Waratuke
Jen and Steve Ward
William J. and Mary Agnes Waris  
  Charitable Trust
Mark and Michele Warnecke
Watson Giving Account
Jennifer Watts
Andrea Ways and Chris Newman
Weatherguard Construction Services LLC
James and Kathy Webster
Aimee E. and Bradley M. Wehde
Pauline Weist
Jared and Pamela Welch
Alan and Vicki Weldon
Kelly Wells
Casey and Evan Welsh
Morgan Welsh
Aaron Wepler
Katie Werner
Amanda Westhues
Eric and Molly Westphal
Tim Wetzel
Wendy Wheat
Matt and Kristine Wheeler
Gary White
Whitney Whitmire

Maureen Whittaker
Lucy Whittaker
Debbie Whittaker
Bob and Janet Wholey
Maureen Wiebe
Bruce and Gayle Wieberg
Lindsay Wiese-Meythaler
Jennifer Wilcoxon-Carmichael
Dana and Brad Wilders
Mike and Suzanne Wiley
William G. McGowan  
  Charitable Fund
Kaley Williams
Susan Williams
Maryann Bollig Williams
Stephen and Marta Williamson
Nancy Willming
Jordan Wilson
Betty Wilson
Brad Wilson
Virginia Wilson-Hayes
Bailey Wingard
WireCo
Bill and Sally Wirtz
Elizabeth Witherow
Katie and Brent Wittrock
Chris Woker
Joan Wolf
Joseph Wombwell
Ken and Linda Woodward
William and Kathleen Wright
Anne Wright
Justin Wright
Ross and Jill Wuetherich
Alison and Robert Wynne
Amanda Hutcheson and Kyle Yoder
Mary S. Young
Estella Zahner
Jerri Zhang
Dez and Bridgit Ziegenhorn
Philip and Kathryn Ziegler
Mike and Patty Ziesel
Dennis Zimmer
Liz Zini
Brianna Zinser
Eric and Linda Zinser
Ann Zipfel

“Because of FIRE I have 
learned the confidence  
to help out and be an  
advocate to all learners 
when I can whether it’s in 
the classroom or in sports. 
I can make a difference.”

 — Partner School Student

“Without FIRE I wouldn’t 
have met my best friend.”

— Partner School Student

“FIRE has transformed  
education in our Diocese.” 

— Partner School Principal
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